TO: PARENTS OF YOUNG CHILDREN

FROM: LANGUAGES BY NICOLE

RE: THE DEVELOPMENT OF YOUR CHILDREN
As careful, concerned parents, you are not leaving the development of your children to chance or luck.  You are making choices based on the best information and the best advice you can find.

You know, for instance nutritionists advise a healthy, well balanced diet.  Doctors advise physical activity, adequate sleep, and preventive medicine.  Educators actively encourage wide reading for intellectual development.

At Languages by Nicole we have important advice based on recent research, which shows the very real advantages of learning a second language before puberty.  There are personal, social, intellectual and economic benefits.  We would like to share and document what we have learned, with you, the parents of our future citizens.

�   Learning a second language should begin in early childhood

�   Until puberty, the brain of a child is plastic

Wilder Penfield, neurosurgeon in Speech and Brain Mechanism


McGill University, Montreal

�   The young child’s speech organs are flexible; the mind is uninhibited
�   Early language seems to become locked into the brain at an unconscious level

�   The young child will learn the second language by imitating the sounds, exactly as he/she learns the first language.  There will be no accent since the sounds and grammar of a learned first language will not be superimposed on the second

�   Learning will be play as it is for any young child learning to speak a first language

�  The need to communicate appears to be physiological and psychological.  This is powerful motivation to learn
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Some advantages to speakers of a foreign language:
· A Second language opens the door to goodwill and intercultural understanding.  Children are singularly free of prejudice

· Having the experience of a second language helps an individual better analyze and reflect on a first language

Mary Abbott


Fairfax County Public Schools

· International affairs and multilingual businesses require employees with bilingual skills.  “With all other things being equal, that language proficiency could be the determining factor in getting hired.”


Donald F. Stine


Manager of staffing, PPG

· As trade barriers crumble and businesses turn to foreign markets “countries that have high level language resources will have an advantage”


Ronald Walton


Deputy Director


National Foreign Language Center
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Learning a second language early will...
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�   help a child’s overall abilities

�   increase confidence and self-esteem

�   increase communication skills

�   allow the individual direct access to another culture

�   increase understanding of the world

�   enhance marketable skills 

�   create individuals who are excellent ambassadors and can manage international 

     relationships
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Help your child move into the twentieth century with excellent preparation.

At Languages by Nicole we are committed to helping you do that.  We are experienced.  Our teachers are enthusiastic, generally native speakers who love to teach children.  And our method, N.I.L.K.A.-Natural Interactive Language Knowledge Acquisition-, is one your children will find enjoyable and natural.  This is the best language (linguistic) advice, experts agree.

Therefore, it is current International Language Acquisition research, which has guided Languages by Nicole in implementing a sound curriculum, an attractive methodology that children will enjoy.

Give the gift of a natural second language to your child.

It will last for a lifetime...
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